TY” "os 
yp 


MOST 


_ Excellence Majeſty, 


And to the 


LORDS Spiritual and Temporal; with ' 
| the Commons Aſſembled in 
PARLIAME NT. 


A true Diſcovery of the great Damage His - 
late Majeſty King Charles the Firſt received, 
by Sir Paul Pindar,and thereſt of the Com- 

| miſfioners, in their managing His late 

Majeſiies Impoſt and Cuſtom, from the 
year 1626. t01639. humbly preſented 
to your Majeſty by eſpecial Gom- 
mand of your Royal Father of 
© Blefled Memory. 


_Here is likewiſe humbly offered toyour MAJESTY, andthe Parliament, 
: a Modell for Colleting Your MA JES TIES Cuftomes for the Future, 
for the preventing former abnſes, which will advance Your M A J E- 
* S TIES Cuſtemes above One handred thoufand poundsa Year more 
' thenwas-made 16609. if it be duly put in execution. 


_—_— 


F: By Thomas Violes of | London Goldſinith. 


6 a 


TO THE 


K Il N GS 


MOST. 


EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


The Humble Petition of Thomas Violet of London, Goldſmith. 


Humbly Shemeth, | 
EAVES RA; HAT Your Petitioner, when hee was a Pri” Anno. 6 4 7; 
CAWSLEA» Q3T ſoner in the Tower with Sir Lewis Dives, Your Majeſties 
WY, Knight, did make him acquainted, That wa _ 
Your Royal Father of Bleſſed Memory, did [iter from 
ſend for Your Petitioner to Hampton Conrt Hampr. Court 
ſome few daies, before He was removed to to Sir Lewis 
the Iſle of 775ght, and it was to give Him Piet, to re: 
OV \RF| an accompt of the management of His Cue Fo; Ih 0 
NYC EERISSER] ſomes, from 1626. to 163 9. which bu- Majefty, tha 
ſineſs Your Petitioner delivered in writing to His ſaid M As» your Royall 


TEST Y; | Father deſired 
And upon Your MAJESTIES happy Arrival, (as ſoon as Sir yo 


Lewis Dives came over into Eng/and ) Your Petitioner revived the gyj watch on 
ſaid buſineſs to Sir Lewis, and deſired him to acquaint Your M A- His Cuftomes, 


JEST Y therewith, that ſo Your Petitioner might know Your Royal mdFarmers of 
Pleaſure. | eo CO—_ 
Sir Lewis Dives having imparted the ſame to- Your MAJESTY, might ——_— 


You commanded the Form or Modell, which Your Petitioner deli- the former a- 


vered to Your Royall Father , ro be brought into Your MAJESTY, buſes pur on 
which accordingly is herewith kumbly Preſented. 200 —_ 


managing of 
| : His Cuſtomes, | 
Torr Petitioners humble prayer is, That in regard of the great apprehending, 
and weighty affairs that new lye before Tow MAFESTY, = em. he: 
the Approaching Parliament , &c. Tour MAfEST T | man 
will wouchſafe to refer the Examination of the ſaid Adodtll jreq thouſand 
pounds in His 
Cyſtoms from 1625. to 1939, and was one principal cauſe of he n.i.chiefs that befell Him, 
2 | Hut9 


_ 


5 oy 
wgto the Right Honourable Edward Earl of Clarendon, Lord 
High Chancelloar of England , Themas Earl of Seuthamptos , 
Lord High Treaſurer of England, avd the Lord Roberts of 
Truro , or axy two of them, and they to certifie Your 7M A- 
ZE STY their Opinion concerning the ſaid. Modell, with what 
* expedition they can. And is the mean time that preſent Order 
be taken, That no Perſon or Ferſons Farm the ſaid Cnſtomes, 
And that Sir Lewis Yives, and the Petitioner, do attesd their 
Lordſvips, with any other Additions thereunto, for Tour 
AMAFESTIES ſervice. | 
And your Petitioner ſhall pray, &c.. 


_— 


At the - Court at Whitehall. the 
14." of May. 1661. 


Is MargsTr is pleaſed to refer this 
Petition to the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Clarendon, Lord High 
Chancellour of England, the Lord. High 
Treaſurer of England,and the Lord Roberts, 
or any twoof them,who are to takethe ſame: 
together with the ſaid Mode for regulate- 
ing the Cuſtomes into conſideration; and 
thereupon certific His M a1s s T1z their 
Lord{hips Opinion thereof, and what is fit 
to be done thereig, for the good of His 
MauzST1zs Service, 


Edward Nicholas. 


ES 


(3) 


INSTRUMENT 


SETTLEMENT 


OF YOUR 


M ajeſties Cuſtomes 


COMMISSIONERS; 


FOR THE 
Future preventing thoſe intollerable abuſes, 
and unneceſlary Expences, now put up- 
on your Majeſty in the Cuſtom Houles; 
to your Majeſties Damage above one 
hundred thouſand pounds a year , ſince 
your Majeſtics happy Arrival, 1660. 


ns Sheweth; 


PR——_— if Your Majeſty pleaſe to ſettle the Cuſtoms for the King- 
4] deme of England by Commiſſioners, thoſe more or leſle at 

X17 E2) your Majeſties pleaſure, and at the Sallary of 10001. per as. 
11 A-< each Commiſſioner, that then theſe Commiſiioners be upon 
== Oath to doyour Majeſty alt faithful ſervice, and for better 
diſpatch to:fit twice dayly , except in caſe of Sickneſs, Feſtivals, andthe 
Sabbath, and to the utmoſt of their $kill to diſcover the beſt improve- 
ment-can be made of your Majeſties Cuſtoms, Amongſt whom moſt eſpe- 
cial care muſt be had for the placing ſome of moſt approved integrity and 
A323: diligence, > 


(4). | 
diligence , by which means, much of the dudue practiſes paſt may be un- 
folded : the moſt unneceſſary-number 6f your Officers which now ot 
only uſeleſly take wages, butalſpmany of ther defraud by themlelys , 
and by their conſents your Majeſty twenty times as much as their fees, 
that theſeweeds be plucked up, and a certain way for thefutureſo plainly 
direRted, as that monthly your Majeſty may plainly fee the confiant In- 
com of your Cuſtoms , and ſo ordered, that your Majeſty ſhall yearly ſee 
the ballance of Trade, whether you import more forein:goods then you 
export Engliſh; «ad how the ſtock of the Kingdem in money decreaſeth. 

2. In order to this Regulation , it is abſoiutely neceſſary that no per- 
ſon be admitted into your Majeſties ſervice in ary employment in the 
Cuſtom houſe , bur ſuch as have eſtates, and alſo do give good: ſecurity 
by ſufficienc bond-men, to make good ary error or fraud jin accounts, or 
whatever other deceipter damage in Cuſtoms they ſhall knowingly ſuf- 
ter to be committed. 

3. That no man be admitted to compound for forfeited goods, or have 
any writ of delivery out of the Exchequer under any precext whatever, 
bur that ſuch fines and further puniſhments be inflicted as ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary to deter them ſtealing , or for the future owning what ſhall be 
diſcovered to have been ſtoln , *tis ſo at Venice, in Spaiz, and elſwhere, 
and the ſharper the law. is, it is the better for honeſt Merchants that make 
a conſcience to ſteal Cuſtom, there are many Merchants that ever ſtole 
Cuſtomin their lives. | | 

4. That the Receivers, Treaſurers, Controlers, and their Clarks , even 
their accounts twice a week at leaſt, and that the Commiſlioners of the 
Cuſtoms do ballance their accompts with the Lord Treaſurer every 
month, the firſt day of every monthto give up a new accompr , the bal- 
lance of the axcompr to bedelivered to his Majeſty,figned by all the Com- 
miſſioners; by which means your Majeſty will ſee every day and month in 
the year yourReyenue, and alſothe great miſchief in not keeping the 
ballance of Trade, will be as eafily remedyed in having diſtin& books 
and accompts unmingled, ſeverally kept , of exportation. by themſelvs, * 
and importation by themſe)vs , - whenall Cuſtom accomprs be kept after 
ctheltatian way, every charge given to have his counter diſcharge, decla- 
ring the grounds and reaſons of either; This may. be throughly exami- 
ned te all particulars , and that future order be taken that the Cuſtems 
and moneys ariſing thereby , may be juſtly and truly anſwered into the 
exchequer once monthly, and accompted for. 

5. The great miſchiefand abuſes amongſt your Majeſties Servants, is 
not committed by Commiſſioners above ſtairs, they cannot ſo eaſily coſen 
in falſe entryes; the wrong is done hy confederation 'twixt waiters , 
Searchees, Tides-men, Porters, Whartfingers, and the Merchants _ 

alls, 
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fairs; theſe can ſuffer the Mer, to ſteal Cuſtom by profſe ; or re. Ames 
tail, either. all or in part, or by entering their goods falſe, one Mer- _ » Ba 
chandiſe for another, to avoid this there muſt be ſevere puniſhments — 
for che offendors, and as ample reward for diſcoverers, and theſe ſetled ſmith, or 
by A& of Parliament , and Tables bung up with Rules for every man. ' Perſons , 
6. I humbly propoſe, that there be two Balletine Boxes, as there is /*! 5 777 
at Fexice this day, made to reſt, the one In the Cuſtom-houſe, the other _ bi _— 
near the Excbange, that they be under foure Keyes of men of beſt ap. ,- aching 
proved integrity, and that publick notice be given to all people for the the ſanc.ſp4 
making of diſcoveries, that whoſoever ſhall prove by good teſtimony ?24oncd fo 
your Majeſty to be cheated by Merchants ſervants, and Officers in the wc 
Cuſtom-houſe, or others, ſhall have one moietie of all ſuch goods ſo craf Fan 
forfeited for their pains, and alfo ſuch further emploiment as they. ſhall ai/coverers | 
be fonnd capable of, that it be alfo ordered every man to deliver in his fore /x bo, 
infotmation, ſealed and ſubſcribed with his name, the place of his a-/*07 in, 
bode, the fat when, how, and where committed : That a Commiſfi- 7141” 9. 
on be delivered to the Lord Treaſurer, Lord Chancellor of the Ex- te» PR f 
chequor, and the Lords chief Baron, and the reſt of the Barons of the onc full my 
Exchequer, to. impanel a Jury of thirty ſix Gentlemen of quality, not *f #* /cb G 
Tradefmen, or Merchants, to avoid partiality, the firſt day of every _ — 
Terme, to be returned by the Sheriffs of Loxdon, Middleſex, Kent, oo "Pal y> 
Eſſex and Surrey, all-dwelling diſtant not above five miles from Low- on, ind brin 
don, out of which to have twelve ſtand by lot, the twelve to chooſe #!!9 the Ki 
their Foreman, and that the ſaid Jury be ſworn to repreſent all ſuch  *<touſc a 
matter, and only ſuch as ſhall be found ferious, and for His Majeſties _ p35 
ſervice, andon good information and full evidence given, to deliver up 46x; Pa. 
their true verdict to the Lord: Treafurer, and the Barrons of the Ex- as they 4iſcou 
chequer, ſigned with their reſpeRive hands in a fair Parchmenr Rol up- 
on Oath, that each reſpeQive Jury-man fo ſerving bave ten ſhillings a 
day out of forfeitures ariſing by diſcoveries due unto Your Majeſty, ſo 
made as aforeſaid. 
7. Andthatevery reſpective Officer hereafter relating toany (ervice in 
the Cuſfom-houſe of the Ports of Londen, or elfe where, ſhall ſwear be- 
fore two of the Commiſſioners appointed for thar ſervice, Thar for the 
time to.ceme, they ſhall not ſee, or ſuffer any manner of goods, coming 
from parts beyond Seas, to be layed on Land without Bill or Warrant 
of the accuſtom'd Officers of the Cuftom-houſe, withour ſeizing the 
ſame goods.ſo landed, according to the Statute. The ſame Oarh'to- be 
given for preventing the ſhippingof uncuſtomed. Conimodities withour 
lawful Cocker. 
8. And for the better breaking away all confederacy as aforeſaid, ic 
is expedient that it ſhould.be at the Commiſſioners pleaſure, to _ 
the - 


the under Officers twice or thrice N40 as occaſion of diſtruſt is given, 
tocaſt lots for the removing of their Stations, as chance ſhall-guide 
them. 

9. That care be had for putting in execution the Statute of Queen E- 
lizabeth, in which the Company of Wherry-men took order, that the 
Maſters and Wardens of the ſaid Company were bound in the Exche- 
quer, that neither they, nor any of the Company of Watermen, their 
ſervants Boats or Wherreys, ſhould carry in, or fetch from any Ship 
coming in, or going out of the Kingdom, any goods or merchandiſe , 
except ſuchas were forfeit, which ſhould be brought to Land by- the 
Officer pertaining to the Port of Londow, which Wares ſhould be regi- 
red inthe Ware-houſe, in the Cuſtom-houſe of the-Port of Londos, 

10. And that all Licer-men, Carmen, Crane=Keepers, -Brewers' and 
Wharfingers, witkin four miles of Zoxdon, be bound in the Exchequer 
never to fade or unlade on land or on ſhipboard, any Wares, or Beer in 
the nighc, nor inthe day time, into any Ship or Veſſel, but in the pre- 
ſence of the Searcher, or Officer there preſent, with the Cocker 
thereof. | Re 

I1. That an exact Regiſter Book of all Bonds taken to'Yeur Majeſty 
be kept, and all Bonds to remain in the Cuitody of the Commiſſioners 
for the time being, that no bond be delivered but by the conſent of three 
of the Commiſſioners, and the reaſens recorded for which the bond was 
cancel'd,and that Book beyearly delivered into the Exchequor. & 

12, That all Bonds after they are duly proved, forfeited, the next 
Tearm be delivered into the Barrons of the Exchequer ; - and a particu- 
lar Liſt of the Names and valew of them to my Lord Treaſurer, and tlie 
Attorney General, that ſo the penalties may be duly levyed. 

13. Thatthe Statute be put in Execution, forbidding all Maſters of any 
Ship or Veſſel, to break Bulke, or put aſhore out of his Ship or Veſlel 
any goods or merchandize in any Creek or by-place, Fiſher-Boat or 0- 
ther Veſſel, Waggon, Cart, or Coach, betore hee have' made his 
entry of his ſaid Ship and goods, the ſaid Maſter ſhall riot onely loſe 
the goods ſo ſeized, but ſhall alſo forfeit his Ship, with fine, and'im- 
priſonment of him that hath conſented thereto. 

14. That it be hereafter declared, what places in Lovdox are or ſhall 
be permitted lawful Keys and Wharfs to lade and unlade goods and 
 merchandize, and all other places prohibited about Graves-End, Bark- 
*ng, Greenhive, Wolledge, Blackwal!, Deaford , Limehouſe , Wapping , 
St. Katherines, Southwark, London-Briage , Lambeth , Bankfide , &Cc. 
And alfo to appoint what Commodities ſhall be lawful to lade'or un- 

hade at each Wharfe, or landing place, always ordering that thoſe 
goods of greateſt bulk and leaſt valew, be taken up, or put. on (hip 
Oar 


-—_ 


a | | 
roaga at Wharfes furtheſt-diſtant (= the Cuſtom-houſe of Log- 

N. | 

15. Ever havingeſpecial care for the future, that all Silks, Satins, 
Cambricks, Launs, and all forreign Laces, Thred, or Silk, rich drugs, 
Pearls, Ambergreeſe,Bezar-ſtones, Sivet Musk, Diamords, and all forts 
of precious Stones and Jewels,together with all ſorts of richCommoditie;, 
of ſmall bulk, be for evet hereafter unladen in the Ware-honſe of the 
Cuſtom-houſe of Londen, and no where elſe, there to be kept till ſworn 
Prizers that ſhall be expreſly appointed for that purpoſe, and ſworn im- 
partially ro valew all ſuch goods and merchandize as aforeſaid, do prize 
the ſame. 

16. Alſo appointing a Seal (ſuch as my Lord Treaſurer ſhall think fic) 
for ſuch ine Commodities as will bear either Lead or Wax, Or elſe a 
Certificateto be given to the parties claiming the goods, of rhe quanri- 
ties of which the Cuſtomes are ſatisfied. 

17. Thata Proclamation paſs, That { theſe fine merchandizes, and 
all others that ſhal] upon the view of the Book of Rates, by the Lord 
Treaſurer be appointed ) after ſuck a day ſhall not be expoſed to ſale, 
till chey be ſealed as aforeſaid ; Or that they ſee a Certificate of the Com- 
miſſioners of che Cuſtom-houſe,of the Cuſtoms of ſuch goods as are duly 
fatis 'ed at che Cultom-houſe, under the penalty of three months impri- 
ſonment of the Perſon ſo buying any of the Commodities as aforeſaid, 
rogether with the forfeiture of the equal valew of ſuch wares ſo bought 
as aforeſaid, and thar all Shop keepers and others, buying any ſuch fine 
Soods as aforeſaid, ſhall endorſe on the Certificate of the Commillion- 
ers of the Cuſtom-houſe his name, ſhop, and place of abode, and the 
quantity, and time when ſuch goods were bought as aforeſaid. 

18, and that ic may be lawful for any perſon, neither finding the 
Seal, or g00d Certificate of the Merchant from whom he bough: ſuch 
Commodities, that they were ſuch parcels of ſuch fine goods brought 
in ſuch a Ship, the Cuſtoms whereof were duly fatished by himſelf 
(inſerting his name and place of abode, at ſuchatime, as by his Cer- 
tificate from the Commiſlioners of the Cuftom-houſe may appear) 
I ay it may be lawful for any perſon, not finding Seal or Certificate, 
as aforeſaid, to ſeizetall ſuch fine goods or wares, the one half to his 
Majeſties uſe, the other to the Perſons uſe that can diſcover ſuch uncu- 
ſtomed goods as aforeſaid, and to depoſit them in the publick Ware-houſe 
in the. Cuſtom-bouſe, till due proofs are made touching all the Pre- 
miſes. | 

Ig. That allShips, Pinks, and other Veflels, when firſt they come 
into che Port of Londox, bringing fine goods, be appointed a certain 
place to ride atin the Thames, where - ane du or Chains __ 

| | 


» 
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fixt for that prepoie diſtant from FY. he 3 Boat or more, and guard 
if occaſion need, may watch and ſwim round to ſearch all perſons going. 
in, and coming forth with fine ggods uncuſtom'd out of the ſaid Veſſels. 

* 20, . That for the future co have all che Cocquets printed and fill'd up, 
would eaſe much trouble both to the Cleark and Merchants, and be 
altogether as ſafe, It is ſo at ſeveral forreign Ports. . | 

21. It muſt be perpetual impriſonment , forfeiture of 'Eſtate, and 
corporal puniſhment beſides, to counterfeit the King's Seal for fine 
goods, or Commillioners Certificates for cuſtomed goods. 

22. Every Merchant ſiranger, that would enrer any goods 'inward, 
being no Deniſon, ſhall be bound to employ the return of his Com- 
modities2ccording tothe Statue, by Bonds taken, &c. 


The Frame of the Modell correced. by ſuch alterations and. aditions, 
as the High Court of Parliament ſhall think fir, will ſave your Ma- 
jefty a hundred thouſand pounds yearly, of. which your Majeſty hath 
been defrauded by ſeveral indire& practifes of the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, and Merchants of London, their Servants, and their Ad- 
| herents,1660. All which I humbly ſubmit to your Majeſty and the 

Parliament, to do thereia as you ſhall think fit, 
| Thornas Violet. 


1 did about Auguſt laſt 1661. -hwmbly preſent to the Right Howora- 
ble the Lord T reaſurer, ana the Lord Aſhley , ſeveral other Pa- 
pers for the Regulating of Tonr Majeſties Cuſtoms, and concernine 
@ debt demanded of VNeur Majeſty, by ſome of the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms, being two hunared and fifty thouſand pounds , to 
advance out $289" ana fifty thouſand pounds, and fo make the 
debt four hundred thouſand ponnd', ana bave Tour Pajcftics- 
Cuſtoms tyed for the ſame, as will appear by the Commiſſioners 
printed Paper, to which I humbly rifer. 1 humbly aefired my 
Lird Treaſurer, that the Farm:rs Accompts which were brought + 
into the Parliament 1 6 4 2. may be flated and ſetled from 1626. 
to 1639. the Conmmuttees Reports viewed and examined, concerning. 
Tarr Majeſties Cuſtoms, bifere ſo great a debt was allewed,, I 
hawmoly preſented the great demage to Tour Ma'efty, by inraging 
and incumberiug Tour Cuſtoms in ſo great a debt, to which Faper - 
I bumbly refer. I fray God that may be: done. heres, which is - 
beſt for Your Majeſties ſervice, and the Good of the Kingame is. : 
general, withaut by reſyeits to particular Perſons, | 


* 
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In the moneth of May 1661, Hats peticiotied your Mijeſtie, 
by your Royal Fathers Gommand and Order to me at Famptor-Conrt, 
to be pleaſed to take notice how his Cuftomes had bin managed 
from 1625, to 1 6 3 9. which buſiveffe your Peticion*r deliveredin 
writing, and allo that your Majeſties Guſtomes in that preſent Year 
1650. was unduly managed by the indire& praRices of ſome perſons, 
to your Majelties damag: one hundred thouſand pounds a year, for 
want of good Order and Rule, in the carriage of rhat great buiinefs 
of yotir Cuſtoms. Your Majeitie was gracioully pleaſed to refer your 
Petitioner to the Right Hononrable the Earle of Clarendon Lord High 
Chancellor of England, the Earle of Southampton Lord High Treaſurer 
of Ergland, and the Lord Privy Seal, who are to take the ſame into 
conlideration, and thereupon to certifie your Majeltie their opinions 
the:cof, and what is fit to bedone therein, for the good of his Maje- 
ties fervice, 

Since which time, their Lordfhips have met and appointed me to ab- 
b: eviate th? ſame, which I have done, and gave them every one a Bre= 
viate of what | humbly defire, for the regulating of your Majeſties Cu= - 
ſomes for the future t ſince which time the Parliament have ſetled the 
Cuſtomes on your Maj:ftie, and | humbly hope and pray for ſuch an 
Att of Parliament, as ſhall redrefle 211 former miſcarriages, whereby 
your Majeſtiehath been defrauded of your Guſtomes. 

Now this being well managed, is the chief Branch of your Maieſties 
Revenew, and the Support of Trade and Navigation ? 

M; Humble Requeſt is, that the Officers and Commiſſioners for the 
future may be contined to a moderate fallery, and all frauds and tricks 
of under-officersmay for the future be prevented, if the Cuſtomes be 
not narrowlier watched, and the Moneys all converted to your Maiee 
ſ1:s uſe, which formerly tothe value of near one million of money, 
was from 1626. to 1679. converted into private and particular mens 
hande, to the ruine of his Jate Majeſty in his great affairs, asT can 
particularly prove yearly it it be required above fourſcore thouſand 
pounds a year, converted into private purſes, this deſtroyed the King, 
your Royal Fathers Exchequer, and hindred all his Maiclties baſineſs 
yearly: Theſe very miſchicfs if they be not cimely pr:vented by Your 
Mijeſty and the Parliament, may work the ſame d ingerous effects again 
as they did formerly, and may be repented when it is too late. 

[ have in this and many other particulars ſtudied the publikeJate- 
reſt at ny vaſt expence, and have had daily promiſes and references for 
my ſatisfaCtion, but no performances,of which 1 am not a lictle ſenſible. 

And] hambly hope whilſt 1 make ic my ſtadie to promote your Ma» 

jeics ſervice, and the good of the Kingdom ; my long Imprifonment, 
| | B 2 and 
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ſave it upon che peril of my titel hundred fold as mach” _ 

I can prove your Royal Fathers commands to me at Hampton Conrt 
to make your Majeſty truly acquainted how his Majeſty was coſened in 
his Cuſtoms from 1626. to 1639. many hundred thouſand pound, which 
his Royal Maieſty found co be roo true, when ic was too late, and com- 
manded me upon my allegiance , I ſhould acquaint your Maieſty with 
the particular wayes how and by whom he was deceived in the Cuſtoms, 
and that upon the penalty of my allegiance and life, as I wonld anſwer to 
God and your Maieſty, I ſhould truly preſent theſe abuſes to. your Ma- 
ieſty , this was two dayes be-ore your Royall Father went to the 7ſ/ls of 


Wight,in the preſence of Mr. Hugh Hen, and Mr. Brogden: Mr. Brogdea 


is living, and brought up to Sir Lewis Dives your Fathers Royal Lecter, 
ro command Sir Lewis Dives to fignifie to your Maieſty how highly your 
Royal Father did apprehend he had been deceived in his Cuſtoms;, trom 
1626.to 1639. and your Maieſties Royal Father deſired your Maieſty to 
look carcſully after your Cuſtoms ; I humbly refer my ſelf to the Hono- 
rable Gen:leman Sir Lewss Dives report to your Maieſty touching this 


bulinels. 


May it pleaſe your Maieſtie, I-ventured my life to Bring 
up your Majeſties Royl Fathers Letter to the Citie of Lon» 
don from Oxford, 1643, to the Lord Major , and Com» 
mon Conncel of London, there bring the ſam? moneth one of 
your Majeſties Fathers meſſengers murthered at London , 
for bringing from Oxford your Majeſlies Royal Fathers Prez 
clamations. | 

I ventured my life when 1 was a Priſoner in the Tower |, 
to make my eſcape to your majeſties Royal Father, and to rea 
turn back a Priſoner to the Tower, upon his eſpecial commmd, 

to bring bis Majeſty theſe Pap:rs.concerning the Cuſtome by 
ſneſs,as Sir Lewis Dives can witneſs. _ | 

And now may it pleaſe your Majeſtie, for obeying your 
Rojal Fathers command to me upon my- Allegiance and Life , 
that without favour, mincing, or flatterie, IT ſhould tell your 
Majeſtie the truth, how 30ur Royal Fatber was abuſed in his 


(tt 


Cuſtimes, as Sir Lewis Dives py Mr Brogden knows the 
bleſſed King ” command tome that Told do it, it beings bis 
May ſties = wards he ſpake to me ; { bave in the alſo £Z 
bly obeyed; and put my felf in great jrovardie, that fo'l might 
diſcharge my faitbfal promiſe, and perform your. Zoyal Ee: 
thers tenimands, 1 know what a: many powerful enemies 1 bye 
raiſed by ſpeaking and printing this truth concerning the Cus 
ms if I bave nat your Majeſties proteftion, 1 Eumblic 
the profes and ſafetie coming ta your Majeſtte by this In: 
ormatian. , tovether with "Paw Rajell Fathers deſire 
to you im this buſineſs ſhalt proteFF me, whoſe great and bitter 
affliflions had made him as wiſe as King Solomon. 

IWhen be told me before Mr, Brogdea , and at the! ſame 
time he wrote up to Sir Lewis Daves to tell him be was as 
fraid this information of the ul managing of” his Mateflies 
Caſtomes did come too late for him , but it would be maſt ſea- 
fonable to our Majeſty, chargini Sir Lewis Dives to pre- 
fent me to Your Myjeſtie to make this out to be a certam truth; 
and Withall hs Majeſtie telling me I will write to Sir Lewis 
Dives to preſent your faith/ul { rvices and ſufferings to the 
Prince, and ſerve him faithfully.as you have done me, and do 
ot doubt but Go] will put it into his heart to remember and 
reward you for my ſake, to do that for you I would and ſhould 
have done, but alas 1 cannot help my ſelf in this condition. as 
T am, Sir Lewis Dives will be beleeved in what iy [hall te- 
Pifie for you to the Prince. , this teſtimmy. from Sir Lewis 
Dives to Your Majeftte, I humbly hope will make Now Ma- 
jeſtie to proteF.me from the malice and envie of ſome men. 
When Sir Lewis. Dives made Your Majeſty acquainted in 


May 


-,_ 
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May laft, 1660 with thikafoe; Tour Majeſtiewas graciz 
Ks pleaſed to deare yorr Royal pleaſuregand to promiſe that 
if 1 did prove what I ſaid, T hat Your Majefties Royal Fatber 
was deceived in his Cuſtomes from 1626 to ao as 1 ſet forth 
in my Writing ; And that Your Majeitie was. defrauded by 
feveral undue praftiſes this laſt ear 1660 in. Your: Guftomes 
above two thouſand pounds a week, or an- bundred thay uſd 
pounds a year ; and if T did ſhew ways to prevent. the ſame, 
and could atvance your Cuftom one hundred thouſand poonds 
more then the Cuſtome made 16G o, Upon Tur Ma Jeſties 
Royal Word Your. Mageſtig world ſee me paid tg the valye o 
twentie th ſand pounds, or imploy me a airy... m the 
Cuſtomes and Mint, with Fee to that valuz, and charged 
Sir Lewis D.ves I ſhould do it as ſoon as 1 could, and Vour 
Maje 1ſeſtie up your Kingly Word would keep your promiſe. 
This Narrative willclew ly prove to Jour Majeſtie I have 
# every thing p:rformed my undertaking ; Firſt, 1 have. 
proved Your Royal Father defrauded for thirteen Years abcut 
 eightie thouſand pounds a year, and which way the Monie 
was ſpent, Secondly, I have proved your Matjeſtie drfrau- 
ded Anno 16 60. in the Cnſtamex one bandred thenfand. 
prunds a year, and ſet down the ways to prevent it : And 
if- your Mapſlie make me a Commiſsioner , and give me 
Power, uton my Life I will make _ Cuſtome y x/core 
thouſand pounds a year, more then they made e1660. My Truft 
is n'xt to God wholly in your Majeſlie-T hat you will con- 
ſider my fidetuie, loſſes, ſuRerings; mprifonments; -ana 70 fm © 


ward me according to -_ Royal Fathers requeſt to your. 


Maj-ſtie touching me : 
aj-ſii _ 
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 Andif Tbe required by your ity the” Parliament, or your Mzz 
Jeſties Privie Councel -- ] ſhall! prine the -ſubRance 'of the particular 
Narrative which 1 delivered to his Maieſtip,”s 6 4 7, at Hampton Court, 
conceraing the managing the Cuſtoms fron) 1626. to 1639, ind his Mz- 
leſties charge to me, and Sir Lewis Dives, fully to acquaint you with the 
Gme,% che miſcheifs that befe]l your Majeſties Royal F«ther in his affairs 
by thoſe miſcarriages, or deliver it to your Maicſties Privie Councel in 

ricing if I be required co do it : For your Maieſties ſervice 1 thall waic 
on Mr. Secretary Nicbelas to receive your Maieſties commands, whether 
I fhall print the aforeſaid Narrative, or deliver it to your Maieſtiies 
Privy Coancil in Writing, to the end theſe abuſes in the Cuſtome- 
Houſe may be prevented for the future; as your Maicſtie pleaſe ro com- 
mand me, that 1 will paorm, and ever reſt, Your Maicſties moſt duti, 


ful and obedient Suble&t as long as | live, 


Jav.25; 2662 * THO. VIOLET. 
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